
Brandon Exhibition Project
Overview

This is an outline of a project to promote the Brandon Estate as a successful and landmark piece 
of post-war social housing, celebrating the excellent design of the public space with significant 
artworks and progressive housing. The project would include:

• Capturing a contemporary set of oral histories to supplement fifty that were captured in the late 

1970s by Tony Parker in his book “People of Providence”

• Reclaiming the narrative on the Brandon, and creating a positive archive of information.

• Contribute towards a book on the history of Walworth share the history of our estate with our 

residents via our community website & the Walworth society website & archives.

• Seeking permissions to use historic images and films and to produce content for an exhibition, 

which can be staged on and around the estate, within socially distanced parameters

We would propose to work with the historians from the Walworth Society, Diana Cochrane on the 
architectural aspect, and Neil Crossfield on the historical research aspect.


Background

The Brandon Estate was the first of the great post war development by the GLC in 1958, and at 
the time the proposed 18 story towers were the tallest buildings ever to be built at the time. There 
are a diverse range of archive sources on the history of the estate, but it is not easily accessible 
and requires specialist background knowledge to even know where to start looking. These 
sources include:

• London Metropolitan Archive (LMA)

• Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA)

• Newspaper archives

• The National Archive at Kew


• Photographs from 1967 LCC Photograph Library at the LMA © City of London Corporation 



Brandon Exhibition Project
Exhibition Ideas

Architectural History 

We would like to create a piece on the architectural history of the Brandon, which focuses on the 
visionary social planning which has stood the test of time. Many residents are completely unaware 
of the importance of the estate at the time it was built. As the Brandon is one of the few surviving 
Brutalist estates of the 1960’s we feel it should be celebrated, and talked about.


Photographic History & Evolution 

We would like to licence some archive images, and also commission some new images, so that 
we can compare the development and changes on the Brandon over time. We propose to use 
some of these images as pieces of artwork in the town block landings, once the exhibition is over.


Oral Social History 
We will capture some contemporary the oral social history of the estate, from residents, and our 
young people, and the challenges that they face living here. For example, the following is a  quote 
from one long time resident:  

My father was Mr. Finney, who was the Estate Caretaker for many years. This was a showpiece 
estate when it opened, and we had coach loads of politicians, city planners and architects from all 
over Europe coming to see what was being built here. In our own home, we had the future 
German Chancellor Willy Brandt come to see inside the house. The Russian delegation could not 
believe that ordinary working folk would have a home with its own indoor facilities (they remarked 
that this level of housing would be for a high party official).

A number of ideas are being considered as to how we would create the exhibition element to 
include the following:


• Extensive section to be hosted on the Brandon TRA website, and on the Walworth Society 
website.


• Inclusion of the Brandon story in Walworth History book, by the Walworth Society


• Print Exhibition of archive images to exhibited in the Jack Hobbs Club and on external wall 
spaces within the Maddock Way shopping parade, and at the base of the six tower blocks.


• Projection onto the sides of the tower blocks. (Subject to separate funding application) 



Brandon Exhibition Project
Follow up & Legacy

The print artwork pieces could be reused as decorative and educational artwork on the communal 
landings within the tower blocks, and could be changed around periodically.


All the research can feed into a chapter in the forthcoming History of Walworth, currently being 
planned by the Walworth Society.


Conclusion

This could be an exciting piece of social research which would celebrate one of the more 
successful post war estates within Southwark. The output from this research will be used to 
create some exciting visual exhibitions, and also contribute towards creating a central resource to 
signpost users to the various other archive sources.


Celebrate the inherent good social planning and spacial design of the Brandon and surrounding 
areas of Walworth, especially the hub of Maddock Way, which originally had a Butchers, a 
Greengrocers, a Pharmacy, a Doctors Surgery, a Hairdressers, a Public House, and the Jack 
Hobbs Club, and was designed to be an attractive and active high street for the estate & 
surrounding areas.


Unlike the Heygate, or the Aylesbury which were also examples of post war Brutalist architecture, 
the Brandon has never fallen into the category of a failed estate, and much of this is due to the 
excellent design of space and good urban planning, and this should be celebrated.


This is an opportunity to engage with our diverse population, old and young, from the long 
standing residents ate the newly arrived, and produce a snapshot of successful social housing, in 
the 21st century. The Brandon is a successful estate and a vibrant, multi cultural community, we 
have well designed spacious grounds, and we live in cleverly designed flats. Lets celebrate all that 
is good! This could be the start of the rehabilitation of the image and reputation of the Brandon, 
and seize the narrative from all the recent negative publicity around gang & knife crime.


We would also like to think that LB Southwark could take the output of this piece of research to 
promote the Brandon in publications such as Southwark Life, the LBS website, and generate 
positive interest from the mainstream press. This project offers exceptional value for money and is 
totally on message with the aims of Stephen Gaskell, and Evelyn Akoto, in trying to reclaim the 
narrative on the Brandon across the media.


